
myth&legend
Scottish Writers’ Centre 
Competition 2017
Information for Schools



what is it all about?
competition guidelines

Organised by the Scottish Writers’ Centre, Nessie’s Diary is a creative writing 
competition for school-age children and teenagers in Scotland, divided into two 

age categories: 8-12, and 13-16. This competition has been devised in conjunction 
with Visit Scotland’s 2017 Year of History, Heritage and Archaeology, to 

commemorate and spread awareness of the exciting mythical traditions that 
Scotland boasts.

 
Entrants are asked to envisage the unknown world of Nessie – the famous Loch 

Ness monster who has captured local and international imagination for centuries. 
Entries can be submitted in the form of a short story, a poem, a diary entry or any 
other written form that the entrant may choose. Submissions up to 400 words will 

be accepted for the 8-12 age category, and 600 words for the 13-16 age category. 
Entrants are encouraged to interpret the theme inventively, and to imagine the 

feelings, settings and characters that might be included in Nessie’s world.



how will it work?
judging and prizes

Entries will be judged by a panel of experienced committee 
members from the Scottish Writers’ Centre. Each age category will 

be narrowed down to a shortlist of six, with three final winners being 
chosen to represent each form of creative writing: short story, poetry 
and other prose. The final six for each age category will be featured 

in an exclusive Scottish Writers’ Centre e-zine catering to the specific 
age group, and will also receive National Book Tokens (which can be 
used in thousands of bookshops across Scotland). There will also be 

an opportunity for winners to see their work featured in print.
 

Winners will be notified by 31st May 2017, and the e-zines will be 
launched later in the year.



how do we enter?
closing date and t&cs

Entrants can send submissions by either email or post. 
Email submissions should be sent to 

scottishwritersteam@gmail.com and handwritten entries can 
be sent to The Scottish Writers’ Centre, CCA, 

350 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, G2 3JD. Each entry should 
include the entrant’s name, year group and school. Entry 

forms can be found attached to this email or on our website.
 

Please read the terms and conditions before submitting an 
entry. Any entry which is copied or plagiarised from another 

source will be disqualified. The deadline for entry is 
1st May 2017.



how do we enter?
closing date and t&cs

Nessie’s Diary is a competition for children and teenagers 
between the age of 6 and 16, with two separate age 

categories. Any submissions out with this age group will not 
be considered.

 
Scottish Writers’ Centre cannot individually acknowledge 

submissions, or provide feedback on entries.
 

No entries submitted after the deadline of 1st May 2017 will 
be considered. Incomplete entries will also be disqualified.

 
The judges’ decision is final.



any more questions?
resources & contact details

The Scottish Writers’ Centre is a national literary organisation 
which seeks to promote the unique heritage of Scottish 

literature and culture, and nurture new creative writing talent 
in all of its forms. Based at the Centre for Contemporary Arts 

(CCA) in the heart of Glasgow, the ethos of the Scottish Writers’ 
Centre is ‘by writers, for writers’. Dedicated to appreciating and 

sharing the craft of writing, the Nessie’s Diary 2017 
competition is one which aims to spread this love of writing to 

school-aged pupils, and simultaneously engage both children 
and teenagers in Scotland’s mythical heritage.

 
Any questions can be directed to scottishwritersteam@gmail.com  
Please also visit our website at www.scottishwriterscentre.org.uk.



For more on Scottish myth and legend:
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/scotlandsstories/index.asp

For more on Nessie herself:
http://www.nessie.co.uk/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loch_Ness_Monster

For interested young writers:
http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/writing/opportunities-for-writ-

ers/young-writers
http://www.kidsonthenet.org.uk/create/howtopoem.htm

http://www.kidsonthenet.org.uk/authors/advice/ppullman.htm
http://www.kidsonthenet.org.uk/authors/advice/jaiken.htm 


